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The victim's state of mind is an essential element in a prosecution for extortion in violation of the Hobbs Act.! The government 
must establish that the defendant induced the victim to part with his or her money or property and that the defendant did so 


by extortion.” 


When extortion is accomplished by force or fear, there is no dispute that the victim's state of mind is an essential element of 


a violation of 18 U.S.C.A. § 1951.7 


To prove extortion, the government need not prove that the defendant actually possessed the power to carry out his or her 


threats; it is only necessary to prove that the victim reasonably believed that the defendant had such power.” Proof of an explicit 
promise by a public official to perform certain acts is not necessary to establish a violation of the Hobbs Act if enough evidence 
is presented for the jury to infer that the official accepted payments related to his or her using his or her influence on behalf 


of the payor.” 
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